
 

 

FALLS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL      
STUDENT DRESS CODE 

    POLICY 
 

 
 
Help for non-English speakers 
If you need help to understand this policy, please contact Falls Creek Primary School  

 

Purpose 
The purpose of the Student Dress Code is to outline Falls Creek Primary School’s requirements for 
student dress and appearance and to provide information about dress code implementation and 
exemption processes. 
 
This dress code has been developed by Falls Creek Primary School’s School Council in close 
consultation with our school community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual students 
whilst reflecting the values and interest of our community. 
 
The Student Dress Code aims to: 

• support Falls Creek Primary School’s commitment to ensuring that our students are dressed 
safely and appropriately for school activities.  

• enhance the profile and identity of the school and its students within the wider community 
at offsite events 

• enhance individual student safety and group security at offsite events 

• strengthen the spirit of community within the school 
 

Scope 
Students are expected to comply with this Student Dress Code while travelling to and from school, 
during school hours and when attending school activities. 

Uniform and Appearance 
Due to the largely transient nature of the school population, an everyday uniform is not deemed to 
be practical.  However, students are required to wear clothing appropriate for the environment and 
school activities. Students have the option of wearing pants, shorts, skirts or dresses. 
 
Falls Creek Primary School has introduced a gender-neutral school shirt to be worn at events offsite, 
where students are representing Falls Creek Primary School (for example: sports carnivals, STEM 
showcases, excursions, leadership days). This is to be implemented from January 2026 ongoing.  
 
Bucket hats with FCPS school logo, can be purchased from the Falls Creek Primary School or students 
can supply their broad brimmed hat from home.  
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Footwear should be durable and completely cover both the upper foot and the heel. Slippers are to 
be worn inside the school during Term 3. Snow, snowboard and ski boots must be removed before 
coming in from the lobby area. 
 
Studs, sleepers and watches are the only acceptable jewellery. Any make up or nail polish must be 
neutral tones only. 
 

Health and Safety 
Shoulder length or longer hair is to be tied back to help restrict the spread of nits and lice and for 
student safety. 
 
Jewellery, nails, hair accessories, hat cords and similar items that interfere with students’ ability to 
engage with school activities safely and fully are not permitted. 
 
Clothing should be consistent with our SunSmart policy and appropriate to school activities.  

o Singlets and tank tops are not acceptable 
o Clothing must not have offensive language or graphics. 

 
School uniform hats or hats that are consistent with our Sunsmart policy must be worn outside in 
Terms 1, 2 (until the end of April) & 4 and on any other day prescribed by the school. Hats may also 
be worn outside of this time period, by parent/carer or student choice. 
 
Hats are not to be worn inside. 
 
Hat cords, chinstraps and drawstrings present risks of injury or strangulation. Parents should choose 
hats (or other garments) without cords, drawstrings or chinstraps, or with safety cords designed to 
detach if caught. 
 
Students are permitted to wear sunglasses during outdoor activities. Sunglasses should be close-
fitting, wrap-around that meet the Australian Standards 1067 and cover as much of the eye area as 
possible.  Students are required to wear sunglasses or goggles when participating in snow sport 
activities during winter. 

Implementation 
Falls Creek Primary School will ensure that this Student Dress Code is communicated to all families 
and students through our website, the Parent Information Booklet, the school newsletter and as a 
hardcopy on request.  
 
We will assist students who may be experiencing difficulties complying with this policy where 
possible.  
 
School Council requires the Principal be responsible for implementation of the Dress Code.  
Measures taken by Falls Creek Primary School to address concerns about student non-compliance 
with the dress code will be addressed in accordance with the Student Wellbeing and Engagement 
Policy. 

Exemptions to Student Dress Code 
We recognise that there may be situation where the application of this dress code may affect 
students unequally. 
 



 

 

Students and their parents or carers may apply in writing or in person to the Principal for an 
exemption to this Students Dress Code if: 

• an aspect of this code: 

o prevents students from being able to attend school or participate in school activities 
on the same terms as other students because of the personal characteristics referred 
to in human rights and anti-discrimination requirements 

o offends a religious belief held by the student or parents/carers 
o prevents students from complying with a requirement of their religious, ethnic or 

cultural background 

• the student has a particular disability or health condition that requires a departure from the 

dress code 

• the student or their parent/carers can demonstrate particular economic hardship that 

prevents them from complying with the dress code. 

When the Principal receives a request for an exemption, they will: 

• consider the grounds for the exemption request 

• explain the process to the student and their parents/carers 

• guarantee that issues of a personal nature revealed to substantiate the request will be 

strictly confidential 

• encourage the student and/or their parents/carers to support their application with 

evidence. 

The Principal will then try to negotiate a resolution that is acceptable to all parties. If an exemption 
is not allowed, then written reasons will be provided to the students and/or their parents or carers. 
The Principal will keep a written record of decisions made and the reasons provided. 

Concerns about this Student Dress Code 
Falls Creek Primary School welcomes feedback from the school community in relation to this 
Student Dress Code. If you have a concern or complaint about the Student Dress Code, further 
information about raising a concern or complaint is available in our school’s Parent Concerns and 
Complaints Policy which can be found on the school website. 

Communication 
This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:  
 

• Available publicly on our school’s website  

• Hard copy available from school administration upon request 

• School newsletter 

• Parent information booklet 

Further Information and Resources 

• Falls Creek Primary School Sunsmart Policy 

• Falls Creek Primary School Parent Concerns and Complaints Policy 

• Falls Creek Primary School Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy 

• Department of Education Student Dress Code 

• Department of Education Student Engagement 

https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/static/05d17cd2dab7e353b4d71d22a0aacc60/Resource-EOA_Quick_Guide-June_2022.pdf
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/static/05d17cd2dab7e353b4d71d22a0aacc60/Resource-EOA_Quick_Guide-June_2022.pdf
https://fallscreekps.vic.edu.au/about/#policies
https://fallscreekps.vic.edu.au/about/#policies
https://fallscreekps.vic.edu.au/about/#policies
https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edrms/keyprocess/cp/SitePages/SchoolPoliciesDetail.aspx?CId=86
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-engagement/policy


 

 

Policy Review and Approval 
 

Policy last reviewed November 2025 

Consultation School Council 

Approved by School Council – 24th November 2025 

Next scheduled review date November 2028 (noting that the recommended minimum 
review cycle for this policy is 3 to 4 years). 

 


